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The rnvestigation report bv the Department of Local Gorernmenl under the guise of
"Promoting better practice revieu.'' u'as carried out in February' 2011 and the final
report rvilllome before Council on the 13tl' December. it rvill then be ar arlable ort the

Councils *'eb site for public r,iet ing. Councrllors receir ed a draft copl of this report
back rn earl1. Jul1, and it has taken the DLG 5 months 1o finalise. The DLGs report
contains 3.1 recommendations 25 listed as high prioritr and the rest medium and none
are lou'.

Criticisms included as folloted:

r Issues u ith Councils tendering processes
o Regular univarranted use of ertraordinarv meetrngs
r DA' s called before Council u,ithout adequate reasorls or documentation.
o Use of Mavoral minutes to deal uith der.elopment applications.
. Regular and unnecessar) use of estraordinan' meetings

I beliei,e the DLG lailed to deal rjth issues includins:

r Code of Conduct used as a \\reapon.
o Financial miss-management of PSC.
r Failures to run communication and planning rvorkshops.
. Mismanagement of the propert-v portfolio and conmercial section of Council.
o Staffing problems including lilification olsome Staff members.
r Failure 1o address occupatronal health and safetl perlormance of the Council

leading to a blou- out in Workers Compensation cosls.

The DLG have failed our Council in addressing the reai issues and instead fiddled
around the edges focusing on administralir-e issues such as the use of 3558 instead of
355C for our volunteer committees and changes to the Councillor and Staff pecuniarv
interest forms.

TheMedou,ie Flood Drainage committee met on the lTthNovember. u'ith onlv trro
dar.s' notice in mr,case to discuss the nert phase of the project: The development of
consultancv specification for phase tu'o the inr estigation. der elopment of flood
marlagement and mitigation options. While a number of options n,here placed on the
table at the meeling it r,as evident that despite the considerable amounl of discussion
s,hich has talien place u'ith expert presenters over the past tx.o ],ears including the
WMA consuhant there is still a lack of lack of understanding re. the transfer levels
betn'een Moffatts and Camprale sriamp sr-stems.

The Council continues 1o seek agreement lrom some landou,ners adjoining the
Campi'ale drainage s\-stem for easements and in the case of the much discussed pinch
area Staff are potentiallv seeking compulsorv acquisition of this land. The issue of
the protected vegetation species Maundia grass is currentl_v being investigated and the
consultant is close to tabling a report riith options available. While there is general
agreement that clearing the drain to encourage stormr.r,ater lr,ater flou, to the



Campvale pumps is required to reduce localised flooding, we know that the Water
Authorities are not keen to pump turgrd water into the dam. The issue of w'ho pays for
the works is a serious problem r,vith PSC finances not in position to budget for the
estimated $1 million required to clear the drain and rviden the pinch.

I'm very pleased to be able to arurounce that Dr Peter Rau{ins has purchased a

residential property on the comer of Abundance and Ferodale rds. to create a medical
centre. This site is listed in the Medorvie strateg-)- for Commercial activities and can
potentially be rezoned from its current rural residential classification. I was pleased to
be able to support Dr Rara,lings, in meetings u'ith planning staff after his initial
enquiries and referral through Kate Washington. Dr Rarvlins has tabled his
development application for the construction of a medical centre on the site u.ith the
aim of creating a multiple GP and support medical facility over a series of stages, he
hopes to be up and running in the New Year DA approval pending. This is welcome
nervs for Medorvie u'hich is currentl-v short of medical sen ices. our ts,o full time
GP's books are full and closed.
The super clinic funding and Hunter New England Health funding r.r,{11 be combined
to provide some $15 million for the Health One facility in Jacaranda St Raymond
Terrace. This is of great significance to the medial wellbeing of members of the
Medowie communitv and I have been working with the West Health committee for
the past 6 years working towards developing a framework location and funding from
State and now Federal govemments. The facility rvill a house broad range of
community health services including dental services, and Raymond Terrace GP's will
use it as their base for consulting roorls.

I wish to thank the executive members of the Medorvie Progress Association r,vho

have supported the long traditional operation of this important community forum in
Medowie. I w-ould like to wish members of the MPA a yery happy Christmas and

safe and prosperous New Year from my family to yours.

Councillor Geoff Dingle


